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Maserati GranTurismo MC test, Valencia 

James Wood and Quirina Louwman will test the GranTurismo MC in Valencia. Maserati Corse are holding a two-day test ahead of the 2010 season; the car comes in two spec.s, the Trofeo and GT4 (FIA). 

James Wood 
Veteran Debut - London to Brighton, "Genevieve" 

James Wood made his debut on a Veteran car on Sunday, 1st November. James was co-driving with Quirina Louwman aboard 'Genevieve', the 1904 Darracq which featured in the 1952 film of this name, which is part of the Louwman Collection.

The car ran faultlessly from start-to-finish despite the atrocious conditions; having started just after 08:15, the Darracq arrived on Madeira Drive in Brighton by 12 noon, having had a relaxed coffee break at the scheduled stop Crawley as well as stopping for fuel. 

Thanks must go to the organisers and sponsors, particularly the Royal Automobile Club (RAC), Veteran Car Club (VCC), Hagerty Insurance and Bonhams for their hospitality throughout, as well as Evert Louwman for making it possible. 

www.royalautomobileclub.co.uk

www.vccofgb.co.uk

www.bonhams.com

www.hagertyinsurance.co.uk
London-Brighton, Louwman entries 

Quirina Louwman is no stranger to the event, having previously participated eighteen times, often driving Genevieve. She had also done 'the Run' in a 1904 Napier racing car, driven by her father. 

Evert Louwman, father of Quirina, was driving a Peugeot from 1895 this year, was the first car to leave London's Hyde Park; being the oldest car taking part, the Louwman Collection-entered Peugeot was car no. 1.

Eric Louwman, Quirina's cousin, also participated, driving a 1904 Ford. These three are just three examples of the cars in the fascinating and extensive Louwman Collection (below).

www.louwmancollection.nl
London-Brighton - Wood family 

James Wood was not the only family member to participate this year. John Wood, former MD of MIRA, Chairman of the Shelsley (Walsh) Trust and cousin of James, drove a 1900 Simms. Further, John's his uncle Jim King entered his 1902 Stanley Steamer which he has used for over fifty years. 

Louwman Collection 

The Collection is an incredible range of motor vehicles, ranging from the first cars (Veterans) to Le Mans-winning cars (Lagonda and Jaguar D-Type), Grand Prix Maseratis and Ferraris, Can-Am and GTP Toyotas to motorbikes and buses; the Collection also includes some aircraft, planes and even a Zepelin. 

See: www.louwmancollection.nl
Maserati Trofeo 2010

Maserati Corse, the motorsport arm of Masrati S.p.A., have launched their new Trofeo race car, the 'GranTurismo MC', as well as the GT4 model. 

see: Maserati Trofeo 
Phil Packer - Pride of Britain

Major Phil Packer was presented with the 'Pride of Britain, Fundraiser of the Year' award at a gala ceremony in October 2009. This acknowledged Phil's tireless work fundraising for others whilst he himself was still recovering from a spinal cord injury.

This presentation raised the room to their feet in a standing ovation. 

For full coverage see Phil's official website:

www.philpacker.com
Nogaro - Morgan in GTSCC

James Wood drove with John Emberson in the GTSCC race at Nogaro on October 2nd, 3rd; despite having tonsillitis, James completed his one hour stint on the pace and the pair finished well. 

Spa 6 Hours - busy but successful 

The Spa 6 Hours meeting was a busy but successful event for James Wood with five races including sharing the Invicta with his father Bob in the 'Barry One Hour'. This was enjoyed by both, given it was thirty years since Bob had attended the first event on the 'new' Spa circuit, accompanied by James, aged seven.

James also shared the Alfa Sprint GT with Quirina Louwman (U2TC) and had three races with Jim Woodley; Ford Galaxie 500 (Top Hat Masters) and the Lotus 17 (BRDC Sportscars and GT and Sports Masters).

Jamie McIntyre took pole and finished third, sharing the Lister Chevrolet with Laurie Kilby. Ewan McIntyre started won the BRDC race having started second on the grid next to his elder brother.

Jarrah Venables was also in the U2TC race, sharing a Mini with Roger Wills after the Lotus Cortina. 

Spa-Francorchamps - threat of closure 

All involved were fortunate to compete after the circuit was threatened with closure from the Wednesday due to Green party and environmentalists' raised objections with the Belgian Parliament.

This threat is still very real;

www.defendonsfrancorchamps.be
Goodwood - Phil Packer 

Phil Packer attended the Goodwood Revival for the first time as a guest of Goodwood and visited the paddock a few times. James Wood showed Phil around the cars, explaining their design and history, as well as meet some of those involved.
James and Phil also further discussed plans to get Phil behind the wheel of a racing car, as well as Phil's plans for his new challenge of setting-up BRIT, the British Inspiration Trust.
Phil Packer - Pride of Britain 
Major Phil Packer was told he would never walk again after being injured in Iraq in 2008 yet has made an incredible recovery through determination and outstanding support from the public and medical specialists and has raised over £1.2 million for the charity Help for Heroes. 

www.philpacker.com
www.helpforheroes.org
Goodwood Revival 2009 - Paddins podium 

Paddins Dowling drove brilliantly to finish second in the Goodwood Trophy at the Revival meeting. Dowling, driving ERA R10B, recovered from a poor start to finish right on the tail of Ludovic Lindsay in the ERA 'Remus', setting a faster laptime than Lindsay on the way. 

Bob Wood returns to Goodwood 

Bob Wood raced at the Goodwood Revival, driving the same 1932 Invicta 'Low Chassis' he raced there several times between 1961 and '64, when he had also raced the single-seat 'Semmence Special'. 

Bob was in the Brooklands Trophy, as was Stephen Curtis in the 1934 Talbot 105 'BGH 22'. 

Victory for Paddins at Monterey Historics 2009 

Paddins Dowling won from pole at Laguna Seca driving ERA R2A. The convincing result meant a 1-2 for Mary Smith who owns both this ERA and the Maserati 4CL which finished second.

Dowling's lead was never threatened once in front; the Maserati had passed at the start when Paddins suffered from a misfire. This soon cleared and the Irishman set-about passing the Mark Gillies-driven Maserati.


Pebble Beach - Bentley, Governor Schwarzenegger 

James Wood was overwhelmed by the Pebble Beach Concours d'Elegance. This was the first time he had attended and was amazed by many aspects of the event, not least the sense of luxury and show.

James was fortunate to be a guest of Bentley, a major sponsor of the event. Bentley launched their new model, the Mulsanne, on the Sunday afternoon.

Arnold Schwarzenegger, Governor of California, spent time in Bentley before opening the Awards presentation ceremony. 


Laguna Seca - Monterey Historics 2009 - Paddins on pole 

James Wood will be at the Monterey Historics at Laguna Seca as well as Pebble Beach for the concours d'elegance. Paddins Dowling will race ERA R2A, with which he claimed pole at the Laguna Seca 'Pre-Historics' event on August 8-9th. 

Silverstone Classic 2009

James Wood, Rupert Wood, Jamie McIntyre, Ewan McIntyre, James Bilderbeck, Jarrah Venables and Will I'Anson all raced at the 2009 Classic. Quirina Louwman also raced, making her Silverstone race debut, sharing her Alfa Romeo Sprint GT with James Wood and nearly matching his laptimes lap after lap. 

McIntyres fly 

Jamie and Ewan McIntyre both had superb drives; Jamie finished 3rd having started from the pitlane and making an additional pitstop during the safety car period. Ewan finished 16th (out of 45) despite having lost several laps due to a broken gearlever. 

James Bilderbeck and James Wood gave the former's Turner Climax GT its first outing after a full rebuild. The car posted very respectable times which shows huge promise for the future. 


 

Gulf Mirage - D Bell, J Wood

James Wood drove the beautiful 1974 Gulf Mirage GR7 at the Goodwood Festival of Speed. James shared the driving duties with Derek Bell was also driving the Porsche 917/30 in the same group.

Vern Schuppan, another of the Mirage's original drivers was also unable due to commitments in two other Porsche 917s. Both had raced Mirages at Le Mans, Schuppan finishing 4th and Bell and Ickx won in 1975. 

James Wood greatly enjoyed driving the car, with its iconic shape and Gulf livery and Cosworth DFV engine. 

Tesla World Debut - James Wood to drive

James Wood will drive the Tesla Roadster Sports at the Goodwood Festival of Speed. Launched on Thursday 25th June, 2009, Goodwood will be the car's first public outing. 

July 3-5th - News items to follow 

www.teslamotors.com

Goodwood Festival of Speed 2009 

James Wood will drive the ex-Elford/Neerpasch/Hermann prototype Porsche 911-R as well as the new Tesla, which he will demonstrate in the Supercar Run.

50,000 people are expected per day to see the cars, bikes and planes as well their hero drivers and riders. Jenson Button will demonstrate the Brawn and Lewis Hamilton the McLaren in which he won the 2008 F1 World Championship. Many other current F1, Le Mans, WRC drivers and Superbike/MotoGP riders will also participate.

July 3-5th - News items to follow 
www.goodwood.co.uk

 

LM 24h 2009 

June 13-14th - News items to follow 
Spa 6h 2009 - Wood-Wood-Whyte 

June 13-14th - News items to follow 
Octane Feature 
Click here to read.
LM 24h support race - Ewan McIntyre 

June 13th - News item to follow 
Monza Coppa Intereuropa

James Wood drove the famous 'Hairy Canary', 1963 AC Shelby Cobra. Rupert Wood drove his 1957 Cooper T43 as well as the Lotus 17 with Jim Woodley. 

June 5-7th - full news item to follow 

Pau GP Historique 2009 

May 22-24th - Paddins Dowling will contest the early Grand Prix car race at Pau in ERA R10B. 

The Cooper-Buick is unfortunately unable to go due to a suspension problem which cannot be resolved in time. James Wood will not travel although Stephen Curtis will, accompanying Paddins. 


AMOC Silverstone

Jamie and Ewan McIntyre will contest the '50s sportscar race at Silverstone on 29-30th May, in their Lister Chevrolet and Lotus 15 respectively.

 

Octane at Goodwood

Octane Magazine hosted a wonderful trackday at Goodwood on 7th May. Well attended, the day had plenty of tracktime, interesting cars and good hospitality.

James Wood was coaching Quirina Louwman in her Alfa Sprint GT (just back from winning the Coupe des Dames on the Tour Auto). Rupert Wood was there enjoying his MGB racecar and gaining more experience of the circuit.

Robert Coucher, Editor of Octane, took the opportunity of a coaching session with James; he admitted to learning a great deal and has booked more for the year ahead (see upcoming Octane Editorial).

>> Octane Magazine 


Silverstone Classic Media Day 

The 2009 Silverstone Classic looks set to be an action-packed festival in July if the recent Media Day is anything to go by. To be staged over the weekend of 24-26th July, there will be huge concerts each evening as well as intense racing on-track.

Santana is headlining Saturday's gig whilst the Pussy Cat Dolls and Blue are amongst acts performing on Friday.

Rupert Wood tested the Widi for the first time since a major rebuild as well as his Cooper T43. James Wood also drove these but was had other driving duties, testing a Morgan Plus 4 and the Frazer Nash LM Coupe. 

www.silverstoneclassic.com

Cozmo Jenks 2009

Cozmo Jenks, the car-loving milliner, is preparing for a busy year at her new HQ, having relocated to Dorset.

Cozmo is now allied to Goodwood, whose elegant sporting events lend themselves perfectly to her hats. As the flat horse racing season gets underway, so does the wedding season not to mention motor sport and other occasions. 

Cozmo is also designing some bespoke helmet decoration as she has already for James Wood, Rupert Wood and Joe Twyman. 


Goodwood FoS - Racecars, Supercars 

James Wood has been invited to drive in both the racecar category and Supercar Run at the 2009 Goodwood Festival of Speed.

The ex-Elford/Hermann/Neerpasch 911-R is one racecar confirmed; the Supercar manufacturer is to be confirmed once official.

James will again represent Dunhill and host some of their VIP guests. 

www.goodwood.co.uk
Ferrari coaching and experience 

James Wood will continue to provide coaching and guests demonstration laps with Ferrari Track & Race Days.

-
www.ferraritrackday.com 
Turner back on track - GT 

James Bilderbeck will return to the track in 2009 with his 1962 Turner Mk II. Mark Lewis will have completed the full rebuild, returning the cart to its correct FIA specification. This will include a hardtop and full windscreen as a GT; it will also be able to run as a sportscar with just an aeroscreen.

Octane trackday at Goodwood on 7th May should be the first public outing prior to racing in the GTSCC race at Silverstone on May 10th. 

James Wood has been asked to co-drive. 


Goodwood Media Day

The 2009 Goodwood Festival of Speed looks set to be another outstanding event, if the recent Media Day is anything to go by. A superb selection of cars, bikes and drivers/riders ascended the Hill in beautiful sunshine. Media and sponsors had the chance to passenger in many of the sports and GT cars.

-

James Wood drove the ex-Elford, Nurburgring-winning Porsche 911-R prototype, while Stephen Curtis drove his 1934 Talbot 105 'Alpine Trial' car. Both featured on the BBC evening news:

-
www.bbc.co.uk
>>James Wood - Profile 
Snetterton Podium - 3rd gear 

James Wood started his 2009 race programme with a podium finish despite having only 3rd gear.

Wood, sharing with Bill Wykeham, was driving a well-known Ford Mustang which recently came over from New Zealand. It was the car's first ever European outing and otherwise ran perfectly. 

The gear linkage failed during Wykeham's stint, handing over to Wood at the 30mins mark; unable to select a gear after the driver-change, John Freeman (running the car) selected 3rd gear directly into the gearbox from underneath the car. 

Completing the remaining 29minuntes in one gear, Wood managed to bring the car home without losing too much time (lapping 3-4secs of their designated race-pace.

The Wykeham-Wood pairing brought the Fleetwood Motors Mustang were classified 3rd in class, 5th overall. 

Jodie Kidd Golf 2009 - Goodwood 

The date has been confirmed as Monday, 13th July. Many of the players in the previous events hope to attend.

For more information, visit;

www.thejodiekiddfoundation.co.uk
Cooper Buick

New to the team is the ex-Briggs Cunningham, 1961 Cooper Monaco T61 sports-racing car. The factory shipped the car straight to the USA for Bruce McLaren, who ran it with its 2.7litre Climax engine before taking the engine on to New Zealand to run in the Tasman series. Cunningham then fitted a 3.5litre Buick V8 and the car won may major races from 1961-1963. 

Stephen Curtis recently bought the car after a satisfactory test (see photos) and plans to compete in events throughout 2009 and on. 

Winter Testing - Maserati 150S 

James Wood braved the freezing conditions in an open racecar to start a coaching programme. James was at Silverstone on 10th January in minus 4c, driving an ex-Works Maserati 150S/200S. 

www.squadra360.com
www.drivingability.co.uk
www.jameswoodracing.com
